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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . Claims 87 - 88 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 second paragraph for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as their invention. 

In claim 87, line 8, "or a frame configuration flag-deleted from a PPP frame 

* 

configuration" is indefinite, as is "and being not octet-inserted and not bit-inserted". 
With regard to the former, the language is indefinite; with regard to the latter, it is not 
possible to tell if the "and" is associated with the portion following the word "or" or the 
portion preceding it (it appears to be associated with either one, although it is hard to 
tell). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 87 and 88 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. patent 5,978,386 to Hamalainen et al in view of U.S. patent 6,636,505 to 
Wang et al. 
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Hamalainen et al teaches, in a PPP configuration, removing stuffing bytes in col 
4 lines 13+ and 19+, and also flag addition means is mentioned in col 7 lines 19+; and 
see col 6 lines 60 - 66 (flag removal) and col lines 4+ (flag "returned", ie, (re) insertion); 

Information (flag) for identifying a frame partition is mentioned in col 7 lines 14 
and 17; and see also col 3 lines 57+ (control fields); removing the octets (stuffing bytes) 
is mentioned above. 

Hamalainen does not, however, teach a means for identifying a PPP frame, in a 
lower layer than PPP itself. 

Wang et al teaches identifying the presence of a PPP frame in a layer lower than 
PPP. See col 17 lines 25+, and also figure 13, esp. the Ethernet Mac area. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have, in Hamalainen et al, designated the presence of a PPP frame in a 
layer lower than the PPP layer itself, in light of the teachings of Wang et al, in order to 
provide a means for rapidly providing the communication system with information 
regarding the type of frames which are transmitting the data. 

4. Claims 89 - 97 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

5. The examiner notes applicants remark that Wang does not disclose "identifying 
one PPP frame of first data (data being not octet-inserted and not bit-inserted) in a 
lower layer than PPP". 

The examiner notes that in view of the 1 12 second paragraph rejection, it is difficult to 
determine if the identifying means identifies that the frame is "not octet-inserted and not 
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bit-inserted", or simply that the frame is a PPP frame. The examiner invites the applicant 
to discuss and hopefully clarify this situation with him, as it is believed to be likely that 

v. 

resolving the 1 12 rejection will also resolve the 103 rejection, as it appears that the 
applicant meant to say that the system determines that the identifying means both 
detects the presence of PPP as well as the fact that the data is not octet inserted and 
not bit inserted. If so, then this would define over the applied references, as Wang 
merely announces the presence of PPP in the payload, and does not provide data for 
determining whether the data is octet or bit inserted. Moving the portion following the 
"and" into line 3 of the claim, with suitable modification may resolve the issue. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Blount whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0319. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Doris To, can be reached on 571 - 272 - 7269. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

4 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SB 10/24/06 
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